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UTPD tracks campus crime hot spots
CAMPUS CITY
Homeless 
outreach  
program 
extended
By Katie Keenan
@KeenanArroyo
By Michelle Zhang
@michelle05155
Crime on campus is gen-
erally low; however, issues 
such as drug abuse and 
theft continue to persist, 
with theft being the most 
common campus crime at 
261 incidents reported so 
far this year, according to 
the University of Texas Po-
lice Department.
Gregory Gymnasium, 
Creekside Dormitory and 
the Perry-Castañeda Li-
brary top the list for lo-
cations with the highest 
reported theft-related in-
cidents in 2016, according 
to UTPD.
“Kids go play basketball, 
put their stuff in a locker, 
don’t lock it, come back, 
and they’re missing stuff,” 
said UTPD crime analyst 
Ellis Eaton.
Hot spots tend to be 
areas where personal be-
longings such as laptops, 
wallets or bags are left be-
hind. Unattended devices 
are a big draw to the PCL 
for criminals seeking to 
pawn the latest iPhone or 
Macbook, Eaton said.
Biochemistry junior Jess 
Hetton said she tends to 
leave her backpack and 
other items on their own 
when she studies.
“I wouldn’t think 
[theft] would be in the 
library,” Hetton said. “I 
always leave my stuff lay-
ing around and it doesn’t 
get stolen … I guess it’s a 
bit surprising.”
To prevent people from 
stealing valuables out 
in the open, UTPD of-
ficers periodically check 
up on students studying 
at the PCL. If they no-
tice a laptop or phone left 
unattended, the officer 
will write a warning, let-
ting the owner know that 
their items could have 
been stolen.
Creekside Dormitory, 
located near the north-
eastern corner of campus, 
The Homelessness Out-
reach Street Team, an Aus-
tin Police Department pro-
gram that helps the homeless 
population in the downtown 
and West Campus areas, was 
approved a one-year exten-
sion by City Council on 
Oct. 1 after a four-month 
pilot program.
The team aims to address 
homelessness by working 
on the street, identifying 
homeless people in need, 
providing timely interven-
tion and matching them with 
resources such as housing 
and mental health services 
before they get into a state 
of crisis or crime. The team 
is comprised of two APD 
officers, three case workers 
from Austin Travis County 
Integral Care and one para-
medic from the community 
health program.
“We basically go out into 
the community and interact 
with homeless people, try-
ing to encourage them to en-
gage in services,” said Shelly 
Borton, an APD officer who 
works full time for the HOST 
program. “Our ultimate goal 
is to get them to complete an 
assessment for housing. We 
address mental health issues, 
we address employment is-
sues. We try to provide them 
with assistance for getting 
identifications. Some people 
are just looking for bus tick-
ets to go back to where they 
came from.”
HOST Austin was mod-
eled after similar initiatives 
in surrounding cities, such 
as the Homeless Outreach 
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Stuttering Institute speakers share stories
By Jenan Taha
@Jenan_a_taha
Corporal punishment 
remains common in US
PSYCHOLOGY
By Sachit Saksena
@insachiable
Individuals who stutter, 
ranging in ages from mid-
dle school to adulthood, 
shared their stories Satur-
day at an open mic in the 
West Mall in celebration 
of International Stuttering 
Awareness Day.
At the event held by the 
Michael and Tami Lang 
Stuttering Institute Stu-
dent Leadership Orga-
nization, several people 
gave speeches educating 
others and addressing ste-
reotypes about the nature 
of stuttering.
“Just because you stut-
ter doesn’t mean that you 
are less intelligent than 
other people, and you can 
accomplish all of your 
dreams,” said LaWayne 
Sneed, a student at East 
Austin College Prep.
The open mic format 
allows people who stutter 
to give helpful advice to 
others in the audience, as-
sociate professor Courtney 
Byrd said.
“When they can get out 
there and they can share 
with others what they feel 
is most important for them 
to know about stuttering, 
it significantly lessens the 
impact of stuttering on 
their overall quality of life,” 
said Byrd, founding direc-
tor of the Lang Institute. 
“What we want is to edu-
cate every single person 
we possibly can, so that the 
person who stutters isn’t 
navigating that stereotype 
on a daily basis.”
About 10 different 
speakers took the mic, 
including Jonathan Mc-
Nutt, Austin’s National 
Stuttering Association 
Chapter co-leader. 
Yifan Lyu
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UT associate pro-
fessor Courtney 
Byrd addressed 
individuals who 
stutter to share 
their experi-
ences at an open 
mic Saturday 
evening.
Corporal punishment in 
schools is not a pertinent 
issue in the minds’ of most 
Americans, but approxi-
mately 160,000 children, es-
pecially minorities, still ex-
perience this practice yearly. 
Elizabeth Gershoff, UT 
human development and 
family sciences associate 
professor, recently published 
a report on the use of corpo-
ral punishment in 19 states 
across the US. Gershoff said 
the results come as a surprise 
to most Americans, who are 
unaware the practice, which 
can range from a strike with 
a ruler to paddling with a 
wooden plank, is still legal.
“A lot of Americans 
are surprised to hear that 
[corporal punishment] 
is still legal in the United 
States,” Gershoff said. “Peo-
ple think that it’s just some-
thing that no one does any-
more, but 160,000 kids or 
more a year are corporally 
punished in school.”
Gershoff analyzed pat-
terns in corporal punish-
ment by looking at national 
data from the Department 
of Education — disciplin-
ary reports separated by 
age, gender, ethnicity and 
disability — at the school 
district level. 
“The Department of 
Education has been very 
concerned with perceived 
discriminatory behavior 
in suspensions at school, 
but hadn’t looked at all at 
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Adithi, 8, watches the fireworks show at Radha Madhav Dham, a Hindu temple in Austin, during Saturday’s Diwali celebration.
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corporal punishment,” Ger-
shoff said. “I figured, that’s 
what I’ll do.”
According to the report, 
corporal punishment is 
used disproportionately on 
different groups. Particu-
larly, African-Americans 
are more likely to experi-
ence this treatment. Ger-
shoff also said this happens 
not just in schools where 
African Americans are in 
the minority.
“In communities that are 
primarily African-Amer-
ican, there are high rates, 
still, of paddling black chil-
dren more than white chil-
dren,” Gershoff said.
According to Gershoff, 
this could be a deeper rep-
resentation of American 
views on minority youth in 
the community. 
Disparity in corporal 
punishment is most clear 
with gender and disabili-
ties, with boys and disabled 
children facing higher rates 
of physical abuse overall, 
Student expresses support for Trump 
By Cassi Pollock
@cassi_pollock
CAMPUS
Editor’s note: This is the 
first profile of a series The 
Daily Texan is publishing 
during the 2016 election sea-
son. Beginning with the first 
day of early voting, Oct. 24, 
the series will run up until 
Election Day, Nov. 8.
Eric Davis turned 18, 
the minimum age required 
to vote, the week after 
the presidential election 
in 2012.
Four years later, the 
right-leaning Texas na-
tive is, as he puts it, cast-
ing his first ballot for one 
of the most “unorthodox” 
candidates yet: Donald 
Trump, the Republican 
presidential nominee.
“Was Trump one of my 
top candidates? No, he was 
not,” said Davis, a senior 
studying corporate com-
munications. “The people 
of the United States … were 
looking for a candidate to 
shake up Washington and 
someone who has the cha-
risma to say it like it is.”
Referring to Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton, 
Davis said it is great to see 
a woman run for president 
but noted people are tired 
of politicians saying one 
thing and doing another.
“Clinton has a record, 
but the Cleveland Browns 
also have a record — and 
it’s not a good one,” Davis 
said. “Just because you have 
a record doesn’t mean it’s a 
good thing.”
Citing tax reform, law en-
forcement and veteran care, 
Davis said people will vote 
on Nov. 8 “with their heads, 
not their hearts.”
When Trump pivoted 
on issues such as abortion 
or walked back contro-
versial comments toward 
women or Hispanics, it was 
nothing more than trivial, 
Davis said.
“Trump is a human be-
fore a presidential candi-
date,” Davis said. “He makes 
mistakes. If he says some-
thing wrong, you have to 
pardon him for it.”
The media placed Trump 
front stage during the pri-
maries but have closed the 
curtain on him as Election 
Day gets closer, Davis said. 
Many news media out-
lets focus on petty things 
that should not affect the 
election, Davis added, lik-
ening the current election 
to a two-tiered showdown 
of politicians versus people 
and media versus voters.
“I think Trump will be 
the next president of the 
United States,” Davis said. 
“Based on what I hear in 
the street, there are more 
hidden Trump supporters 
than you think.”
“Rather than stuttering 
being something that I 
have to get rid of so that 
I can be effective in the 
roles I’ve chosen, stut-
tering is something I can 
bring along for the ride,” 
McNutt said.
McNutt said he hopes 
the stereotypes surround-
ing people who stutter 
can be dispelled.
“I wish that there was 
a more diverse percep-
tion of what a person who 
stutters can look like in 
the world,” McNutt said.
Rahul Ramaswami, also 
a leader of the stuttering 
association, said the in-
stitute focuses on helping 
individuals who stutter 
build confidence in their 
communication skills.
“I really enjoy how 
they have a very big fo-
cus on getting over com-
mon fears that people 
who stutter have, espe-
cially stuff like tabling 
and giving speeches,” 
Ramaswami said.
Members of the insti-
tute’s leadership orga-
nization, such as com-
munication sciences and 
disorders junior Kelly 
Woodworth, also spoke 
about their views on 
the public’s perception 
of stuttering.
“There are so many 
things that people don’t 
know about stutter-
ing,” Woodworth said. 
“I want people to know 
that it’s important that 
they spread awareness 
and true information, 
not stereotypes.”
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according to Gershoff. 
Aarti Bhat, who works 
with preschool and 
middle school students 
around Austin, said that 
in her experience certain 
groups, particularly young 
black males, are given 
harsher punishments for 
equivalent infractions as 
their classmates.
“While for another 
child, the excuse might be 
“kids will be kids”, black 
males are often ‘adultified,’ 
and their actions are per-
ceived to be more danger-
ous,” said Bhat, a human 
development and family 
sciences junior.
According to US federal 
law, schools are afforded in 
loco parentis, which states 
that because of a school’s 
involvement with children, 
school officials can act as 
legal guardians to children 
during school hours. This 
means that schools and 
districts have the ability to 
choose how they discipline 
Chase Karacostas
Daily Texan Staff
After being 
ineligible to vote 
in the 2012 
election by a 
week, corporate 
communications 
senior Eric Davis 
plans to vote 
for Republican 
nominee Donald 
J. Trump in the 
upcoming elec-
tion.
their students. Gershoff said 
this is a major problem.
The US is one of two in-
dustrialized nations to al-
low the practice. Texas al-
lows corporal punishment, 
and while state law includes 
an “opt-out” policy, it is 
loosely enforced, and of-
ten parents do not opt-out, 
Gershoff said. 
“Children are the only 
group that we’re allowed to 
hit,” Gershoff said. “They 
outlawed corporal punish-
ment with prisoners in the 
1950s, the military stopped 
using it back then, but it 
hasn’t changed for children.”
Gershoff previously stud-
ied the effects of negative 
reinforcement, and repeat-
edly confirmed that physical 
abuse leads to aggression, 
mental health problems and 
poor academic performance.
Gershoff said she plans to 
expand her research to un-
derstanding the specific psy-
chological effects of corporal 
punishment in school by col-
lecting data from children. 
There is currently little to no 
national data on this issue. 
Gershoff said that policies 
on corporal punishment can 
change by spreading aware-
ness and enacting laws.
“The most effective alter-
native could be a Supreme 
Court decision,” Gershoff 
said. “They ruled in 1977 
that corporal punishment 
is constitutional … but they 
haven’t heard a case since 
then. I guess we will have to 
wait until after this election.”
STUTTER
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Texas THON sells pancakes for cancer funds
By Autumn Sanders
@autumnksanders
The smell of syrup and 
homemade pancakes filled 
the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity 
house Thursday as students 
filled up on unlimited pan-
cakes to raise money for a 
children’s hospital. 
Texas THON, a student-
run philanthropic organiza-
tion in partnership with Pi 
Kappa Alpha, or Pike, fund-
raises for Children’s Miracle 
Network Hospitals in the Dell 
Medical Center of Central 
Texas . THON hosts a variety 
of events throughout the year 
to raise money, which is then 
donated at their final event of 
the year, “Day of,” an all-day 
dance event. Last year the or-
ganization raised $175,000, 
which broke the fundraising 
record in Texas.
David Lopez, management 
information systems senior, 
said he joined Texas THON 
because he had a close rela-
tive who was at the Children’s 
Miracle Network Hospitals. 
Lopez saw what the organiza-
tion stood for and wanted to 
become a part of it.
“I got involved with THON 
my junior year because it res-
onated with me,” Lopez said. 
“My cousin was treated at a 
Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospital, and it literally saved 
his life.”
THON hosted this year’s 
first pancake night from 7 
p.m. to 3 a.m. with a variety 
of pancakes, such as chocolate 
chip and cinnamon swirl.
“It’s a bunch of people com-
ing together for a good cause, 
and the best part about it is 
that people get to enjoy good 
pancakes,” said undeclared 
freshman Walker Powers, a 
Pike fraternity pledge. 
THON aims to bring stu-
dents from all organizations 
together for a larger cause.
“Our goal is to make the 
lives of children of Central 
Texas, especially those at Dell 
Medical Center, brighter,” 
said Mackenzie Moore, busi-
ness honors and marketing 
junior. “We want to raise as 
much money, and get as many 
students as we can involved.” 
Students can get involved 
with THON more directly by 
becoming a miracle maker, 
which is someone who active-
ly raises their own donations 
for the hospital.
“It can be as big, or as small 
of a commitment as you want 
it to be,” Moore said. “But 
no matter how big the com-
mitment, everyone usually 
loves it.”
Texas THON has grown 
in popularity among 
student organizations 
across campus. 
“I joined a spirit group 
and one of the founders 
was really passionate about 
Texas THON,” government 
sophomore Perla Oyervides 
said. “We all joined together 
to be miracle makers.”
A schedule of the rest of 
THON’s fundraising the 
events can be accessed through 
the Texas THON website.
also showed a high number 
of thefts relative to other 
dormitories in the area, 
with 11 reported cases so 
far this year. Assistant chief 
of police Peter Scheets said 
multiple factors account 
for this higher crime rate, 
including a band of crimi-
nal transients who resided 
under a bridge near the 
dormitory where they hid 
stolen bicycles.
“It’s next to a construc-
tion site, it’s on a public 
roadway, it’s kind of se-
cluded from view,” Scheets 
said. “I know I can walk 
into Creekside and steal 
something, walk 50 yards 
and be on Dean Keeton, or 
I could go to a bus stop and 
blend in very quickly.”
Additionally, reports of 
drug use have steadily in-
creased since UTPD’s K2 
crackdown that began in 
West Campus two years 
ago, starting at 52 reports 
that year and jumping to 
135 for 2016. The Renais-
sance Market on 23rd Street 
has seen the highest num-
ber of UTPD-reported cas-
es, with the intersection of 
Guadalupe Street and Mar-
tin Luther King Boulevard 
coming at a close second. 
The hot spot near MLK be-
gan as a drop-off point for 
drugs being transported by 
dealers riding the Megabus 
from metropolitan centers 
such as Dallas or Houston, 
Scheets said.
Scheets attributes this 
increase in reports to a 
more proactive polic-
ing approach in this area, 
where K2 usage led to as-
saults in 2014.
“You have to look at 
‘Hey, what are the police 
doing?’” Scheets said. “If 
we’re out enforcing drug 
arrests like [in] West Cam-
pus with a certain popu-
lation group out there 
that was using K2, that’s 
going to drive the numbers 
up just on what the police 
are focusing on and what 
they’re enforcing.”
UTPD officers pa-
trol four different cam-
pus districts where they 
are encouraged to cross-
check their respective 
community’s concerns 
with crime rates in the 
area. To track this informa-
tion, UTPD uses Tableau, 
a data project that Eaton 
said is continually devel-
oping to include greater 
crime rate accessibility for 
patrol officers.
Team in Houston.
Michelle Roddy, a par-
ent of a UT student and a 
member of SafeHorns who 
lives in Houston, did a ride 
along with the Homeless 
Outreach Team in Houston 
and learned how they run 
the program and work with 
homeless people.
“HOT has helped to train 
HOST and remains avail-
able as a resource.” Roddy 
said in an email. “HOT has 
a huge impact in Houston.”
UT parents are also try-
ing to connect with APD 
and fuel the process of cre-
ating a  safer campus.
“We are so thankful 
[for the extension of the 
program],” said Joell Mc-
New, a founding member 
of SafeHorns. “It’s such a 
great program.”
So far, the team has en-
countered and document-
ed around 400 homeless 
people in Austin, but ac-
cording to Borton, it’s just a 
small part of the solution to 
improve the safety around 
UT campus.
“We have a large [home-
less] population especially 
around the West Campus 
area, some of them aged 
out of the foster care sys-
tem.” Borton said. “We have 
a large percentage of people 
that really don’t want help 
… Sometimes you can’t 
help people unless they re-
ally want it.”
COMPUTER SCIENCE
CRIME
continues from page 1
By Autumn Sanders
@autumnksanders
Freetail Hackers hosts 24-hour 
creative coding competition
Justin Kong | Daily Texan Staff
Students participate in HackTX, a 24-hour coding competition at the Omni Hotel this week-
end. HackTX is primarily designed for freshmen and first time coders. 
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HackTX, a student-run 
hackathon hosted by Freetail 
Hackers, moved off campus 
Oct. 22-23 to the Omni Ho-
tel for the first time since the 
event started five years ago.
Logistics director Ali 
de Jong was in charge of 
the venue for HackTX 
this year. She said that the 
members of Freetail Hack-
ers wanted to improve and 
expand HackTX.
“This is our fith HackTX 
and we wanted to make it 
bigger and better,” de Jong 
said. “On campus, we had 
some trouble with conflict-
ing times on reservations at 
the Student Activity Cen-
ter we used years before. It 
was our opportunity to do 
something different.”
A hackathon is an event in 
which hackers spend hours 
trying to build an entrepre-
neurial idea into something 
marketable to others in the 
form of computer codes. 
The participants form teams 
and spend the allotted time 
writing code in order to 
achieve this goal. At the end 
of the alloted time, teams are 
judged and three prize win-
ners are announced. 
“[HackTX] is a 24-hour 
coding competition where 
you basically do anything 
you want, and we judge it 
based on how cool it is,” 
Freetail Hackers co-leader 
Yuriy Minin said.  
HackTX is a unique ex-
perience for students from 
all around Texas because it 
is a coding competition de-
signed primarily for people 
who have little to no experi-
ence with coding. 
Math senior Leslie Rice, 
a member of the outreach 
team for HackTX, said 
HackTX does its best to 
make everyone feel wel-
come, especially fresh-
men and first-timers to the 
hacking scene. 
“We are trying to make 
[HackTX] very beginner 
friendly,” Rice said. “A lot 
of hackathons have a much 
steeper entrance level, and 
we would like students to 
come here and learn.”
Demographics shown at 
the HackTX orientation re-
vealed about 55 percent of 
the attending hackers for 
this year being freshmen or 
first time coders. Students 
of varying majors were also 
evenly distributed through-
out the attendees. 
Finance sophomore Tony 
Tao said he wanted to get 
more involved with pro-
gramming and decided 
to come to HackTX for 
more experience.
“Business and finance and 
programming are pretty in-
terrelated,” Tao said. “There 
are lots of companies here 
that are finance-related, like 
JPMorgan Chase & Co. And 
it might be a way to differ-
entiate myself from other 
finance majors that may not 
have coding experience.”
Briana Vargas | Daily Texan Staff
The Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity house hosted the Texas THON pancake sale on Thursday to 
raise money for the Children’s Miracle Network Hospitals.
We have a large 
percentage of people 
that really don’t want 
help … Sometimes you 
can’t help people un-
less they really want it.
—Shelly Borton, 
APD officer
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EDITORIAL
This election year demands your (early) vote
Sally Hernandez enters the race for county sheriff with years of experience working in law en-
forcement, and she provides a platform fit to serve residents of Travis County. She is running as a 
Democrat alongside Republican Joe Martinez, Libertarian Eric Guerra and Green Debbie Russell. 
She gets our vote because of her progressive platform with a strong Travis County-centric focus.
Hernandez advocates for common-sense gun laws and is opposed to Texas’ recent open 
carry law. This is especially important to students, as campus carry will continue to be a 
prevalent issue at UT. And she isn’t dismissive of recent trends of racial bias and excessive 
force used by police, recognizing that trust must be rebuilt between the police force and com-
munity. Her plan to do so includes the addition of body cameras to police uniforms, and end-
ing the sheriff ’s office’s cooperation with U.S. Immigrations and Customs Enforcement raids.
While this race includes four candidates from four different parties, it will inevitably end 
up being a race between the Democrat Sally Hernandez and Republican Joe Martinez. Mar-
tinez provides a stark contrast to Hernandez, especially in his stance in favor of cooperation 
with federal immigration initiatives. He promises to “provide compassionate cooperation” 
with the initiative, which would allow agents to detain undocumented immigrants without 
warrants, a practice an Illinois judge ruled unconstitutional. Martinez also holds substan-
tially different ideas on gun control than Hernandez, and promises to “protect your Second 
Amendment rights,” an argument often used to communicate opposition to common-sense 
gun laws. Based on his policies, Martinez is unfit for a position that carries as much power as 
county sheriff. For this reason, we endorse Sally Hernandez.
Immigration policy sets apart 
Hernandez for county sheriff
Vote for Austin’s Proposition 1
A record-breaking 200 million Americans registered to vote this year. Starting today, the 15 million of them in Texas will have the opportunity to cast their ballots at their local polling stations. 
As you prepare to make your way there and do the second-most important social responsibility — only behind paying taxes — a citizen has, we encourage you to think about the principles you 
stand for, what you believe our country should value and where you hope we’ll be in two, four and twenty years down the road. 
We endorsed Hillary Clinton in the presidential election weeks ago. Since that endorsement, more information about her opponent’s behavior toward women has become public, only af-
firming what we already stood for. While we did not expect Texas to go blue, recent polls have suggested that Texas doesn’t like orange. More than in any other election in recent memory, and 
certainly within our lifetimes, it is imperative that every eligible voter make their way to the polls this year.
But today, we offer our endorsements in a select few races we feel affect students and the Austin community substantially enough that to merit your individual turnout. Austin voters have 
decisions to make that will fundamentally protect or upend our city’s character, especially in the county sheriff race and on the city mobility bond initiative. We have also drawn focus to a select 
number of races where we expect our preferred candidate to lose because voting practices favor partisan candidates instead of the voters themselves.
To keep Austin weird, or whatever preferred descriptor you please, educate yourself on local positions, as they will affect you more than you realize. Early voting starts today and runs through 
Nov. 4. We encourage you to vote as early as you can.
Neither of Texas’ US Senators, Ted Cruz and John Cornyn, are up for reelection this year. While 
all its congressional representatives are, only one of those races is competitive, and that race isn’t 
in Austin.
Austin is the 11th-largest city in the country and the most liberal in the state but has only 
one Democratic Congressional representative, Lloyd Doggett. In years past, he represented 
large swaths of central Austin but now represents an area stretching down I-35 starting south 
of east Sixth Street and ending in San Antonio. He has served Austin well since being elected 
to the Texas Senate in 1973. Each year his work has justified his reelection, as his work this 
year on prescription drug affordability has proved. His Republican challenger, Susan Narvaiz, 
has lost this race to him in both 2012 and 2014. He deserves to win again. This race is not 
likely to be close.
No other congressional race looks likely to be close either. Lamar Smith has abused his power 
as the chair of the House Science, Space, and Technology Committee to overburden climate scien-
tists and state attorney generals whose work contradicts his denial of climate change. That, and his 
continued support for Donald Trump, are disqualifying. While his opponent, Tom Wakely, has 
never held office in this state, Smith has shown that he shouldn’t be going forward. He represents 
a swath from West Campus to San Antonio — and also the Republican stronghold of Kerrville, 
which will keep him in place.
The same goes for Michael McCaul, who represents part of north Austin and Pflugerville, as 
well as Brenham and Katy, and is chairman of the House Homeland Security Committee. At this 
Summer’s Republican National Convention, he stoked fears over terror attacks and immigrants 
and praised Trump. He too deserves to be replaced, but won’t be. His opponent, Tawana Cadien, 
lost the same race in 2012 by almost a quarter of the vote.
And you won’t be surprised to hear that Roger Williams is in the same situation. He represents 
an area stretching from his hometown of Weatherford, south of Fort Worth, to our campus and 
the downtown area. He supports Trump and is being investigated for ethics violations for poten-
tially authoring legislation that may have benefited his car dealership. He will soundly beat his 
opponent, Kathi Thomas, whom he has out-fundraised almost 30-to-1.
As the capital of the state, we deserve better than the gerrymandered districts that don’t 
represent us. We endorse the Democratic candidates in each of these races. None of them 
will be close either way. 
Our state contains 10 percent of the country’s population and has one competitive district. We 
are only guaranteed representation if we can vote incumbent legislators out for not doing their 
jobs. Three of the four legislators who represent us don’t deserve to, and will continue to. And that 
is a largely issue that any of those races unto themselves.
Even students who have only recently moved to Austin are hardened veterans when it comes to 
complaining about traffic. In large part, we’re right to do so — after years of inaction or doing too 
little, Austin now boasts the fourth-worst traffic in the nation. This November, Austin voters must 
buck this trend by voting FOR Prop 1. 
For the unfamiliar, Mayor Steve Adler’s “Go Big” initiative would fund several infrastructure 
projects which aim to improve traffic conditions throughout the city at the local, regional and 
corridor level. Herein lies the strength of Prop 1 — it breaks down a large and intimidating in-
frastructure project into more manageable parts while simultaneously ensuring that its benefits 
are evenly spread.
Prop 1 would spend $137 million on local improvements, the most notable of which would ex-
pand Austin’s sidewalks and bike lanes, taking some of the strain off of Austin’s overburdened roads 
and making alternative methods of transportation more viable. It would also spend close to $101 
million on regional improvements, including addressing loop 360 intersections.
However, most of Prop 1’s funding would go towards the creation of seven “smart corridors” 
— including Airport, North and South Lamar, which will receive full makeovers. The purpose of 
these changes is to decrease congestion while also making Austin’s roads more pedestrian friendly. 
Many detractors have criticized Prop 1 for being too expensive or overly ambitious. While 
it’s true that this bond package would cost an unprecedented $720 million, it would only 
slightly increase property taxes for those owning a home worth over $250,000. So despite the 
hefty price tag, the potential benefits of better mobility in Austin far outweigh the relatively 
modest costs. 
What makes that price tag viable is that it invests in the whole of Austin, rather than spending all 
of its funds on transportation options that mildly improve options for commuters from Northwest 
Hills. Austin’s transportation problems affect the whole city, and making steps toward investing in 
every resident’s future is a necessary change in approach from previous plans that have placed too 
much focus on one particular subset of issues. Even if this sweeping proposal doesn’t solve all of 
Austin’s many traffic woes, it’s still a sorely needed first step.
The ambition this project brings is sorely needed. After years of saying no to bond proposals and 
limiting improvements to what the state and county are already willing to pay for, Austin has found 
a way to stay complacent even as the transportation status quo worsens. Now is the time to reverse 
that trend by voting for Proposition 1.
Like every other statewide race, the bid for the open seat on the Texas Railroad Commis-
sion will likely go to the Republican candidate. At times, this leads to a state getting what it 
wants in a qualified conservative, as it did when Kay Bailey Hutchison won four different 
races for U.S. Senate starting in 1993. Other times, the result is the election of an unqualified 
partisan thanks to a hollow win in a primary race that got no attention, as would be the case 
should Texas elect Wayne Christian to the role of Railroad Commissioner.
 Despite its misleading name, the Texas Railroad Commission actually regulates the oil and 
gas industry, not railroads. The price of oil has cratered since the last time this commission 
had a seat to fill, and its power to affect production in this state — and in the process interna-
tional prices — makes it worthy of much broader attention.
The Republican candidate, Wayne Christian, in addition to missing debates, has very little 
experience in the industry and appears reluctant to carry out the responsibilities the job en-
tails. He argued against any industry reform at a February candidate forum, saying, “We need 
to protect the industry.” At one point, he left the impression that he didn’t know that the com-
mission regulated natural gas. With the vast majority of his fundraising coming from industry 
companies and employees, Christian should know better — but instead seems intent to do 
what is politically expedient instead of what his job should require.
The Democratic candidate is no better. Grady Yarbrough, a 79-year-old former school-
teacher, demonstrated his inability to hold this position when he failed to correctly answer 
questions about the duties it entails. When speaking to the Texas Tribune, he not only incor-
rectly attributed fracking to small earthquakes in Texas — wastewater injections, not frack-
ing, have been implicated — but also proved to be so extremely partisan for the sake of ap-
pealing to Democrats that he did not properly address the issues that need attention from a 
Railroad Commissioner. Instead, his platform is based off of purely Democratic ideals, despite 
the fact that being a Democrat on a Texas ticket almost inevitably means a loss.
The undisputed best candidate in this race is Mark Miller, a former UT petroleum engi-
neering professor who is running as a Libertarian. To assume Miller would slash regulation 
and hamstring the commission’s ability to do its job because he is a Libertarian would be a 
mistake, though. Ahead of his bid for the position, he wrote a 112-page book on it. Miller 
knows what the industry’s best practices are and wants to be a watchdog who ensures they 
get done.
He is not without his faults. Our ideal candidate would acknowledge the scientific con-
sensus on climate change in a way that aligns with research. Although Miller says that earth 
is warming, he argues that the warming has plateaued and isn’t convinced human activity is 
the reason. He is wrong. What he does get right, though, is that we should try to limit the 
excess carbon dioxide we put into our atmosphere as well as find ways to plan for the impacts 
of climate change. He is in the acceptable boundary on climate for us — appeasing those on 
the right who want to protect the industry while working toward solutions that will fix real 
problems.
We proudly stand for progressive principles but understand that the way those are best 
achieved is not always immediate and easy. Miller would represent a strong step toward a ra-
tional railroad commission that cares about people instead of industry profits. We encourage 
a vote for him in this race.
Mark Miller uniquely deserves 
railroad commissioner seat
Gerrymandering looms large 
over local congressional races
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Lauren Oliver burst into 
the young adult fiction scene 
in 2010 with her New York 
Times bestselling novel “Be-
fore I Fall,” which is set to hit 
the silver screen in 2017. Oli-
ver, who will be featured at the 
Texas Book Festival, also wrote 
young adult novels “Replica,” 
“Vanishing Girls,” “Panic” and 
the “Delirium” trilogy. The 
Daily Texan spoke with Oli-
ver about her past experiences 
and her recently published 
novel “Replica.”
The Daily Texan: How did hav-
ing two literature professors 
as parents influence you as 
a writer?
Lauren Oliver: I grew up 
in a house of books and as 
you can imagine, my parents 
read to us and we talked about 
poetry at dinner, so I grew up 
with parents who really en-
couraged narrative and imagi-
nation and storytelling as an 
important and critical part of 
the human experience. From 
the time I was a kid, I was al-
ways thinking of stories and 
drawing and writing and read-
ing all the time and it was just a 
very imaginatively rich way to 
grow up.
DT: Did you always know you 
wanted to be a writer?
LO: I think that in some 
ways I didn’t. I just couldn’t 
conceive of a life without writ-
ing, but as a result, I never re-
ally thought of it as a job as 
much as you don’t necessarily 
think of brushing your teeth as 
a job. I use a [weird] metaphor 
that I think is pretty close to 
the truth. I feel a little bit like 
a whale: I filter the world like 
whales sucking in the ocean 
and filtering it out through 
their baleen. That’s what writ-
ing is like — I suck in the world 
through my writing and I un-
derstand it that way.
DT: What compelled you 
to be a part of the young 
adult genre?
LO: I actually didn’t know 
much about YA because [it] 
just exploded in the last 15 
years. When I was a teen, there 
might’ve been two shelves full 
of YA books in the back of the 
bookstore. It wasn’t really until 
Harry Potter came out [that] 
the entire publishing landscape 
[changed.] I was very lucky 
because I’d been writing adult 
books and I’d been writing 
them pretty badly. I got a job 
interning at a publishing com-
pany, and I was an assistant in 
the YA department, so I started 
reading all these YA books. As 
an editor, you have to think 
really strongly about narra-
tive structure and YA books 
are notorious for having really 
strong concepts and narrative 
structures because teens have 
shorter attention spans. It’s a 
really great place if you are in-
terested in the work itself and 
not in the snobbish accolades 
of saying you’re a writer.
DT: “Replica” is a flip-book, 
which allows the reader to 
flip through the pages one 
way to read one story, or flip 
them the other way to read a 
different story or read both 
stories in alternating chap-
ters. What gave you the idea 
for this structure and what 
was the reasoning behind it? 
LO: The idea kind of grew 
out of the structure itself. I’ve 
been separately interested 
in doing that structure for a 
long time, but I couldn’t find 
the concept. 
This book offers you 
the chance to see two 
different sides of the story, 
which forces you to reflect 
about different perspectives, 
and also in your reading expe-
rience, you’re not reading the 
same way as somebody else 
sitting next to you.
Catch Oliver at her Texas 
Book Festival during her 
panel Who Are You? (I Really 
Wanna Know) on Saturday 
at 3:30 p.m.
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it in others. “Hey Girl” 
shines with Gaga and 
Welch’s voices mesh-
ing well, and the backing 
instrumentation plays into 
their subtleties nearly 
perfectly. The album’s first 
single, “Perfect Illusion,” 
benefits from Parker’s syn-
thesizers, giving it an at-
mosphere no other track on 
the album has. Others fall 
flat, specifically Homme’s 
guitar work on “Diamond 
Heart,” which failed to 
find a comfortable place in 
the mix.
Beyond the occasional shin-
ing moment from another art-
ist, Joanne fails to show off 
Gaga’s artistic talents. For a 
woman with such a power-
ful voice, Gaga made some 
poor decisions by including 
weak earthy and ethereal in-
strumentals on every single 
track, failing to match the 
intensity of her vocals. Syn-
thesizers are used far too often 
in background roles, creating 
strange churning and bubbling 
noises that have nothing to do 
with the main instruments. In 
a way, this new style is forced 
down your throat, and it’s hard 
to stomach.
It’s obvious Gaga’s 
changed appearance is just 
a facade. With Artpop, it 
was clear Gaga wanted to 
be recognized as a true art-
ist rather than just a singer. 
She may have failed in that 
instance, but Joanne was her 
chance to come back and 
find an identity beyond the 
edgy pop songwriter she’s 
known as. Yet looking past 
the guise of her pink hat, Ga-
ga’s supposedly deep and po-
etic lyrics mirror those of her 
previous releases.
Her music is still incessant-
ly pandering, and she contrib-
utes almost nothing to the 
modern pop formula to make 
this album worth listening to.
Q&A
By Rajya Atluri
@thedailytexan
LLOYD
continues from page 8
Fahrenheit throughout the 
night. Rachel developed hy-
pothermia and her health rap-
idly declined. In their attempt 
to stay warm, they covered 
themselves in fern leaves and 
shared body heat by laying on 
one another.
Day Three
The next day, Rachel began 
to lose feeling in her body. 
Her legs felt heavy and she 
found herself struggling to 
walk properly or even at all, 
causing her to fall multiple 
times into the river again as 
she attempted to cross along 
the rocks. 
With no service and little 
phone battery left, Rachel 
periodically took screenshots 
of her “Maps” application to 
gradually track their loca-
tion. She remembered where 
their car was parked and used 
the screenshots to gauge how 
close they were from it. While 
taking the last screenshot, her 
phone died.
Day Four
On the fourth day, the river 
became too deep and they 
were unable to move forward. 
The bleaker her chances of 
survival looked, the more 
Rachel reflected on possibly 
never getting the opportu-
nity to explore Austin or be at 
the University she worked so 
hard to get into.
“At this point, I was just 
done,” Rachel said. “My mom 
had to carry me several times 
throughout the trip. I couldn’t 
walk. I couldn’t feel my arms, 
my legs, my hands. I was not 
coherent, and I couldn’t really 
form sentences.”
As Rachel grew weaker, 
Carolyn remained deter-
mined to get both of them out 
alive.
“After several days without 
encountering a single person, 
I knew I had to do something,” 
Carolyn said. “I just want-
ed to survive and have my 
daughter live.”
She gathered fern leaves 
and stones and created two 
large “HELP” signs. After 
each letter, she checked on 
Rachel to make sure she was 
still conscious. 
“We just laid together on 
the fourth night,” Rachel said. 
“The hardest part of the ex-
perience was watching my 
mom watch me suffer. You 
could see the pain, and it was 
just something I can’t even 
describe. She was trying her 
hardest to keep me alive, but 
there was just nothing she 
could do.”
Day Five
Finally the distinct sound 
of a helicopter alerted the 
Lloyds. Help had arrived. 
The helicopter spotted the 
“HELP” signs as Carolyn 
jumped and screamed to get 
their attention. With her vi-
sion and senses failing, Ra-
chel began to feel delusional 
and even mistook her rescuer 
for Jesus. 
“I couldn’t remember any-
thing at the time, but I will 
never forget the name of the 
pilot who saved me, Jason; the 
police man, Anthony; and the 
ambulance woman, Kate,” Ra-
chel said. “Jason’s face is as fa-
miliar to me as my best friend 
or a family member.”
After her difficult time 
at the hospital, Rachel be-
came an advocate for hiker 
safety and volunteered in 
New Zealand to help starv-
ing individuals. She plans on 
volunteering in Austin and 
potentially starting her own 
charity organization.
“I become friends with 
these people,” Rachel said. 
“I never want anyone to feel 
hungry the way I did.”
Despite her harrowing ex-
perience, Rachel has devel-
oped a heightened outlook 
on life. She hopes to continue 
spreading messages of faith to 
others. 
“This whole thing is posi-
tive,” Rachel said. “How many 
people get to go through that 
and survive it? [It] has made 
me feel even more blessed to 
be able to walk on this cam-
pus everyday. It’s just this idea 
of embracing every oppor-
tunity you have to the fullest 
and making choices and deci-
sions that honor that.”
Courtesy of Mike Holliday
Lauren Oliver will be speaking on the panel Who Are You? (I 
Really Wanna Know) at the Texas Book Festival on Saturday, 
Nov. 5 at 3:30 p.m.
Young adult author discusses influences, new book 
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SIDELINE
NFL
Soccer falls to No.1 
West Virginia
The match was there 
for the taking.
For 78 minutes on 
Sunday evening at Mike 
A. Myers Stadium, the 
Longhorns held their 
own against No. 1 
West Virginia.
But in the 79th minute, 
West Virginia midfielder 
Carla Portillo received 
a ball and fired a rocket 
from 23 yards out past 
Texas senior goalkeeper 
Paige Brown, giving the 
Mountaineers the only 
goal in a 1-0 scare.
“[The shot] was well-
taken,” head coach An-
gela Kelly said. “It was a 
heck of a strike.”
But it was a gut-
wrenching end for Texas 
on its senior night and 
final home match of 
the season.
The Longhorns were 
able to control the match 
for large stretches, includ-
ing much of the first half 
when Texas overwhelmed 
West Virginia in shots on 
goal, 6–3. But numerous 
scoring chances eluded 
Texas early.
Freshman forward 
Cyera Hintzen led multi-
ple aggressive attacks, but 
to no avail.
Junior midfielder Mor-
gan Murphy and senior 
midfielder Julia Dyche 
each had chances to score 
off headers but were un-
able to capitalize.
In the second half, 
the two teams contin-
ued to go back and forth. 
Sophomore midfielder 
Kayra Dollas had a couple 
chances at goal but was 
unable to finish. Hintzen 
had a point-blank shot off 
of a loose ball in the box, 
but it was blocked.
Still, the Longhorns 
didn’t do enough to pull 
out the win.
“We had chances,” 
Kelly said. “Their goal-
keeper played fantastic. 
With a team like that, you 
got to take your chances. 
You’re not gonna be get-
ting chances all night. 
Against the No. 1 team 
in the country, you got to 
put one of those away.”
Texas (8–8–1, 1–5–1 
Big 12) will travel to Fort 
Worth for its final Big 
12 regular season match 
against TCU on Friday. 
Texas currently sits in a 
tie for No. 7 the Big 12 
standings. The top eight 
teams make the confer-
ence tournament.
The Longhorns hope to 
snag a victory over TCU 
to solidify their spot in 
the Big 12 tournament.
“I think we just need to 
come out harder than we 
ever have and just finish 
them and put them away,” 
Hintzen said.
—Trenton Daeschner
SPORTS 
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Longhorns fall to Wildcats on road
Daulton Venglar
Daily Texan file photo
Texas fell to 3–4 
on the season 
after losing to 
Kansas State 
on the road 
this weekend, 
24–21. The 
Longhorns forced 
three turnovers 
but failed to 
score any points 
off them.
By Tyler Horka
@TexasTy95
MANHATTAN, Kansas — 
Texas won the opening coin 
toss in front of 52,328 Wild-
cat fans Saturday morning at 
Bill Snyder Family Stadium. 
The successful flip of the coin 
marked the sixth time in the 
Longhorns’ first seven games 
that they’ve won the toss.
All six times, head coach 
Charlie Strong elected to 
put his defense on the field 
to start the game. And yet 
again, for the third time this 
season, that decision resulted 
in his opponent starting the 
game off with a touchdown.
Texas went on to lose to 
Kansas State, 24-21, with 
their overall record falling 
to 3–4.
“Coach Strong likes to go 
play the defense first so we 
get a stop and get that mo-
mentum going for our of-
fense,” senior safety Dylan 
Haines said. “For some rea-
son we’re just not able to get 
it done … We just got to find 
a way to go out there [in the] 
first series, first quarter of the 
game and get a stop.”
The Texas offense sput-
tered on its first three drives 
of the game, all ending in 
punts. Kansas State sand-
wiched another Jesse Ertz 
rushing touchdown in be-
tween Texas’ unsuccessful 
possessions, and the Long-
horns then faced a tough 
two-touchdown deficit late 
in the first quarter.
However, freshman quar-
terback Shane Buechele 
helped Texas dig into the 
margin in the second quar-
ter. He flung an 80-yard pass 
to freshman receiver Devin 
Duvernay,who cruised all the 
way to the house to cut the 
gap in half, 14-7.
“With this offense, we’re 
never out of the game,” Du-
vernay said. “We can score in 
one play, one minute.”
But the Wildcats thwart-
ed any momentum gained 
through Duvernay’s long 
score, punching in another 
touchdown with nine sec-
onds remaining in the half. 
The score extended their 
advantage to 21-7 through 30 
minutes of play.
Kansas State looked poised 
to grab its biggest lead of the 
game on its first possession 
of the second half. Senior 
running back Charles Jones 
ripped off a 26-yard run 
followed by an 11-yarder 
on the next play to set his 
team up first and goal at the 
6-yard line.
Jones got the nod for a 
third time in a row, shoot-
ing through a huge hole in 
the Texas defense on his way 
to the end zone. But inches 
before he crossed the plane, 
sophomore linebacker An-
thony Wheeler punched 
the ball out of his hands. 
Haines fell on it in the end 
zone, stealing six points from 
the Wildcats.
But Texas still faced a 
two-touchdown deficit, and 
its offense showed no abil-
ity to move the ball on its 
first drive of the second half. 
Texas went three-and-out, 
failing to capitalize on the 
crucial takeaway.
And it wouldn’t be the 
only time Texas wasted a 
critical turnover.
Still lingering within a few 
possessions, Texas generated 
two more turnovers in the 
fourth quarter. But the prob-
lem that plagued the Long-
horns two weeks ago against 
Oklahoma stung them again 
against Kansas State: Strong’s 
team scored zero points on 
its three forced turnovers.
“The frustrating thing 
about the turnovers is that 
we had our opportunities 
and we didn’t take advantage 
of [them],” Strong said.
Buechele fired another 
touchdown pass to junior re-
ceiver Dorian Leonard with 
less than a minute left in the 
game, but it was too little, too 
late. Texas had its chances 
but simply couldn’t make the 
most of them.
“It’s always tough when 
you lose a game and you had 
opportunities to go win it,” 
Strong said. “So many missed 
opportunities.”
By Leah Vann
@Vanntastic_Leah
Zoe Fu | Daily Texan Staff
Texas has a perfect record at home this season but holds a 0–4 record on the road. The 
Longhorns only have two away games left on the schedule this season. 
Texas Tech (10–13, 0–8 
Big 12) had lost six match-
es in a row without win-
ning a single set until Fri-
day’s matchup with No. 2 
Texas (16–2, 8–0 Big 12).
But the Longhorns 
still knew the Red Raid-
ers would push them — 
Texas head coach Jerritt 
Elliott likened the game 
to a “national champion-
ship” for Texas Tech. And 
the Red Raiders pushed 
Texas, forcing five sets.
Still, Texas came 
out with a road victory 
to stay undefeated in 
the conference.
Texas struggled with 
service and attack er-
rors in the first set. The 
Red Raiders had a four-
point lead over the Long-
horns six different times 
throughout the set before 
winning 21–25.
Freshman defensive 
specialist Claire Hahn 
picked up the pace for the 
Longhorns in the second 
set. Hahn racked up more 
digs within the first two 
sets than she had in the 
past five matches.
“[Assistant coach Erik 
Sullivan] has been work-
ing with me more than 
just watching film and just 
helping me be in the right 
position,” Hahn said, 
“He’s been reiterating 
the entire week that ev-
ery contact that we have 
we should be focused and 
make ourselves better 
every time.”
The Longhorns domi-
nated with two large runs to 
secure the third set 25-16.
But Texas took a step 
back in set four after win-
ning two straight sets. The 
Longhorns tied the Red 
Raiders 13 times before giv-
ing up the set, 28–26. The 
team had two opportunities 
to close out the set at 24-22, 
but a kill by senior middle 
blocker Lauren Douglass 
kept the Red Raiders alive. 
After a tie at 26–26, Texas 
Tech picked up two straight 
points to send the match to a 
fifth set.
“We didn’t want to be in 
that situation,” Hahn said. 
“But when we were there 
we had to take advantage 
of it like Jerritt [Elliott] told 
us. We don’t go to five very 
much, so we really need to 
work on this, and probably 
later in the tournament we 
will be facing five-setters.”
Texas took control in the 
final set behind Hahn’s de-
fensive rhythm and kills 
from senior outside hitter 
Paulina Prieto Cerame. The 
Longhorns won the final set 
15–7 to remain undefeated 
in the Big 12.
Prieto Cerame finished 
the game with a career-high 
24 kills.
“We weren’t scared we 
were going to lose that,” 
Hahn said. “Every single 
player on the court kind 
of looked at each other 
and said, ‘We are winning 
this match.’”
The Longhorns re-
turn to Gregory Gym on 
Wednesday to take on the 
Oklahoma Sooners.
Texas outlasts Texas 
Tech in five-set match
Joshua Guerra| Daily Texan file photo
Senior outside hitter Paulina Prieto Cerame posted a 
career-high 24 kills in Texas’ victory against Texas Tech.
Of all the indictments 
against Charlie Strong in 
his time on the 40 Acres, 
perhaps the harshest is his 
road record. Texas’ head 
coach is now 14–18 over-
all with the Longhorns, 
and a measly 4–8 in true 
road games. 
Since the start of the 2015 
season, Texas has won just 
twice away from Darrell 
K. Royal-Texas Memorial 
Stadium. One came in the 
2015 Cotton Bowl against 
Oklahoma, while the other 
in last year’s season finale 
against Baylor.  
Saturday’s 24–21 loss to 
Kansas State continued a 
familiar pattern for Texas 
on the road. The Longhorns 
came out undisciplined in 
the first half, pairing famil-
iar defensive issues with a 
slew of penalties. A sloppy 
Texas team committed ten 
penalties on the afternoon, 
including four on the de-
fense’s first drive. 
“You just can’t have 
penalties like that, espe-
cially on the road,” Strong 
said. “We allowed [Kansas 
State’s offense] to stay on 
the field, and that really 
hurt us.”
Texas’ trip to the Little 
Apple brought to light 
Texas drops to 3–4 on the 
season as road woes continue 
By Michael Shapiro
@mshap2
the two-faced nature of 
Strong’s team. The Long-
horns have brought focus 
and intensity to their home 
contests, winning all three 
games this year in Austin. 
But once they leave their 
friendly home confines, 
the team’s poise melts 
away with costly mistakes 
and blown assignments. 
“It’s kind of hard to point 
to what’s going on, but we 
have to find answers,” ju-
nior defensive tackle Poo-
na Ford said. “We’ve heard 
all [the criticism] before, 
but we’ll go in and see 
what we can do better.”
Heading away from 
home has also exposed the 
Longhorns’ secondary is-
sues. The Longhorns failed 
to stop California wide re-
ceiver Chad Hansen in their 
first road contest, allowing 
12 catches for nearly 200 
yards and two touchdowns. 
Texas faced similar strug-
gles in its next two road 
battles, allowing Okla-
homa State receiver James 
Washington and Oklahoma 
pass-catcher Dede West-
brook to run wild through 
the secondary.
No single receiver 
torched the Longhorns on 
Saturday, but the Texas 
defense appeared vulner-
able nonetheless. Kansas 
State quarterback Jesse 
Ertz beat the burnt orange 
with both his arm and his 
legs, going 20-27 on the 
day while adding two 
rushing touchdowns.
“We have to all buy in 
and give effort,” sopho-
more linebacker Edwin 
Freeman said. “All [Kan-
sas State] has is players 
who go out there and give 
a lot of effort. We need to 
have that mentality.”
Luckily for the Long-
horns, they only have to 
stray from Austin twice 
more this season. The 
team will head to Law-
rence, Kansas, to face the 
1–6 Jayhawks and to Lub-
bock, Texas, to face the 
3–4 Red Raiders. While 
winning against a raucous 
Red Raider crowd will be 
no easy task, the most dif-
ficult part of Texas’ road 
schedule looks to be in 
the past. 
But fortunate circum-
stances still fail to mask the 
Longhorns’ ineffectiveness 
on the road. Texas’ short-
comings reared their ugly 
head once again on Satur-
day, a collection of defen-
sive miscues and mental 
mistakes. The Longhorns 
now sit at 3–4, and if they 
want to qualify for a bowl 
game at the end of the year, 
they must find a way to 
win on the road. 
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Ever since her musical de-
but in 2008 with The Fame, 
Lady Gaga has wanted to soar 
as a legitimate art pop musi-
cian, but with her latest re-
lease, Joanne, she’s fallen flat 
on her face.  
As one of the biggest pop 
stars in music today, Gaga cer-
tainly isn’t lacking in pizazz. 
Her career began unlike most 
pop stars, when she dropped 
out of NYU’s CAP21 pro-
gram, a training conservatory 
for professional musical the-
ater, at 19 to pursue her own 
career. Ever since then, she’s 
found nothing but success, 
selling more than 27 million 
albums and touring around the 
world in the most bombastic of 
fashions. She may be known for 
her ridiculous outfits and bold 
statements, but with her lat-
est LP, Gaga has toned down 
her image and sound, trying to 
bring attention to her impres-
sive old school vocals for a 
sort of rebranding of her music 
and career.
Gaga has opted to complete-
ly change her aesthetic and 
pivot to country music. Some 
might call this bold and spon-
taneous, but it’s actually quite 
calculated. Her more subdued 
appearance and previous al-
bum Cheek to Cheek, which 
featured vocal performances 
with traditional American pop 
singer Tony Bennett, lead to 
Gaga toning down her image 
and focusing on the content 
of an album rather than the 
appearance. In reality, Gaga is 
still her flashy self, taking on a 
more subdued and fashionable 
version of her past eccentrics.
Joining Lady Gaga for 
this endeavor is Mark 
Ronson, a man who 
produces cookie-cutter pop 
hits with ease. For Joanne, 
he took on the role as ex-
ecutive producer, attempt-
ing to craft an organic 
album by mashing together a 
massive list of collaborators. 
Everyone from Tame Impala’s 
Kevin Parker to Queens of 
the Stone Age’s Josh Homme 
and Florence Welch finds their 
name on this list. Taken alone, 
each of these names bring 
hope for the album to blossom, 
but together it’s confusing why 
Ronson chose such an eclectic 
list of musicians when he was 
clearly targeting an old school 
Americana sound.
This beefy list of col-
laborators helps Joanne in 
certain spots, but hinders 
Lost, hypothermic and nearing death, Rachel 
Lloyd found herself isolated in a New Zealand for-
est with no guarantee she would make it out alive. 
Last April, the interpersonal communication 
graduate student studied abroad in New Zealand 
before returning to the U.S. to begin her graduate 
education at UT. While there, she planned to go on 
a short hiking trip with her mother, Carolyn. But 
New Zealand’s terrain is more mountainous and 
hiking courses are more strenuous than those in 
the U.S. It’s rare to run into other hikers and most 
lack active park rangers or check-in counters. 
The Lloyds chose to hike the Kapakapanui track 
of Tararua Forest Park. But what started as a six-
hour mother-daughter hike soon turned into every 
traveler’s worst nightmare: five days stranded in 
dense, unfamiliar terrain during the dead of win-
ter.
“I thought I was going to die,” Rachel said. “I 
wasn’t okay with it, but I trusted in my faith and 
thought this was God’s path for me, so I accepted 
it as a potential.”
Day One
All was well on the way up to the summit. They 
followed orange triangle markers up the path, 
making it to the top before sunset. But as 
they headed down, they could only find 
blue markers, and the Lloyds became dis-
oriented. Assuming the blue markers were 
the second stage of the trail, they continued 
along the path. 
After seeing four or five, the 
signage disappeared.  
“We went down the mountain for 15 to 20 min-
utes and realized that it was not right,” Rachel said. 
“But at that point, it was too late. The area was so 
steep that we couldn’t climb back up even if we 
wanted to.”
Realizing they wouldn’t be making it home that 
night, the two looked for a viable resting place. The 
only one they could find was on a V-shaped tree 
protruding from the edge of the cliff. 
Day Two
The next morning, Rachel took charge. 
Knowing they couldn’t stay at the top of the moun-
tain because it lacked resources and visibility, the 
two miraculously made their way down the edge 
toward the river below. 
Throughout the day, the pair went back and forth 
across the river. When one side of the river got too 
deep, they threw large stones into the water to 
create a path and cross over to the 
shallower side. 
But the rocks were slick and sur-
rounded by the rushing water. As 
Rachel attempted to hop from one 
rock to another, she slipped. 
“From that point on, I 
could never get warm,” Ra-
chel said. “My body just started 
shutting down.”
That evening, they 
came across an 
open field where 
they slept, suffer-
ing winter winds 
that dropped to 
forty degrees 
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OFFBEAT
By Daisy Wang
@daisyxwang
ALBUM REVIEW I ‘JOANNE’ 
Lady Gaga’s new album offers 
listeners calculated rubbish
Courtesy of Collier Schorr
Lady Gaga misses the mark with her latest LP, transitioning to a more rootsy sound to cover 
up her lack of songwriting talent. 
JOANNE
Genre: Pop Music
Released: Oct. 21, 2016
Rating:
By Chris Duncan
@chr_dunc
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Interpersonal 
communication 
studies gradu-
ate Rachel Lloyd 
studied abroad 
in New Zealand 
where she would 
find herself lost 
in a forest with 
her mother. They 
were lost for five 
days until a heli-
copter spotted 
them and came 
to save them.
